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CitySwitch Green Office
…committed to improving office energy efficiency



What is CitySwitch?

� National energy management program for 
office tenancies 

� Led by local government in capital cities

� Focus on office energy efficiency

� Uses NABERS Energy rating tool

� Simple, voluntary and free



Why energy focus?

� Worldwide, an estimated 40% of 
energy use is in buildings

� Tenants use up to 50% of the total 
energy in office buildings

� Simple changes can significantly 
reduce energy consumption

� Energy prices increasing



� Make a formal commitment to achieve a 4-stars or 
higher NABERS Energy tenancy rating & report 
progress annually

� Benchmark NABERS Energy tenancy rating

� Appoint an Energy Manager

� Implement Energy Action Plan

� Request NABERS Energy base building rating

� Promote energy efficiency to staff & clients

What’s involved?



Get your NABERS rating

Measurable information….energy bill (over 1 year), 
number of computers, hours of use, net lettable area

+

Checked by a NABERS Assessor



NABERS star ratings

Performance : 1 to 5 star 
scale

� Average tenancy 
performs at 2.5 stars

� 5 stars = best 
greenhouse 
performance

� So 4 stars = at least 
20% more efficient than 
the average tenant 
market

More information 
www.nabers.com.au



Improve energy rating

� Tenancy energy use

Office 
equipment 
32%

Lighting 65%

Other equipment 3%
Simple, inexpensive changes:

Turn off lights

Energy efficient lighting & equipment

Staff behaviour

More complex:

Green IT

Light control systems

Leases

Energy supply arrangements

Fit-outs



WORKBOOK

SNEAK

PREVIEW



CitySwitch 9 Steps 

1. Embed “Switch Off” into your corporate culture
2. Delamp
3. Upgrade to more energy efficient lamps
4. Install sensors for lights
5. Install timers for lights and office equipment
6. Set up computers to go into energy saving 

mode when not in use
7. Measure and label energy use of equipment
8. Conduct an overnight energy audit
9. Sustain corporate behaviour change.

Option of a structured mentoring program



CitySwitch 9 Steps

Borrow a Lux Meter from us and receive guidance and advice

Example: Delamp



CitySwitch 9 Steps

Example: Measure and label energy use of equipment

Borrow a Power-Mate from us and receive guidance an d 
advice



� Tool kit – includes power mate and lux meter

� CitySwitch Commitment Certificate 

� Office Energy Efficiency Fact Sheets / Case Studies  / 
Workbook

� CitySwitch Signatory logo

� e-bulletin

� CitySwitch events

CitySwitch resources



Council’s role

Dedicated CitySwitch Program Manager
Discuss barriers
Monitor progress
Provide assistance 
Provide links to networks & resources
Will provide a structured mentoring program

Promote your achievements
Company logo on CitySwitch website
Annual Progress Report & forum
Inclusion in council promotions
Case studies



CitySwitch benefits

Savings

Recognition for
Achievements

Networking 
& updates

Council 
Resources and 

support

Structured 
system

Staff & clients

Positioning

Your business



Program potential

Potential to reach 70% of Australia’s office tenanc ies

Targets

� 3.4 million square meters of office tenancies 
committed to the program 

� 20 percent of the net lettable area of CitySwitch 
Partnering Councils

� Reduction in Australia’s annual greenhouse gas 
emissions by 162,000 tonnes of CO 2

� Equivalent to 30,000 cars off the road each year



Next steps

cityswitch.net.au

brett.munckton@melbourne.vic.gov.au

9658 8557


