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Metropolitan Waste Management Group

The MWMG is a State 
Government Agency 
responsible for municipal 
solid waste management 
and planning in Melbourne. 

www.mwmg.vic.gov.au



The big picture







What is waste?



Top 3 Reasons to Reduce Waste



Life Cycle Thinking



On average 94% of the raw materials used in creating a product 
ends up as waste; only 6% ends up in the final product. 

6% Product 94% Waste

Source: National Academy of Engineering



Staggering Statistics

• Fact 1: Australians are the second highest 
producers of waste, per person, in the world with 
each of us sending almost 690kgs of waste to 
landfill each year (the United States is the 
highest waste producer).

• Fact 2: The amount of waste placed in landfill 
each year in Australia is enough to cover the 
state of Victoria.

Clean Up Australia



• Agriculture
• Mining
• Transport
• Processing
• Packaging
• Retail & Distribution
• Consumption
• Waste

What is the environmental impact of waste?





What are the options?



The Waste Hierarchy



Moving Towards Zero Waste



Your Business and Waste

Identify and use the 
strengths of your 
organisation to ‘rethink’
waste



Be innovative



Close the loop



Support cradle to cradle design



Think globally, act locally



Reduce your footprint



What you can do



Bright ideas



Any Questions?

Ellen Regos
Project Officer

Metropolitan Waste Management Group
ellen.regos@mwmg.vic.gov.au


